The epithelium in the female urethra: a quantitative study.
Histological sections were prepared from 8 regions along the length of the urethra in 16 women 19 to 82 years old. The epithelium was examined under the light microscope at 4 points in each region and the type of epithelium was classified. Our results indicate that the human female urethra is lined by stratified squamous, pseudostratified columnar and, occasionally, transitional epithelium. There is a gradual change from squamous to columnar epithelium with advancing age. More squamous epithelium is present at the distal end of the urethra.